
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth: “Fractured Wholeness” is the name of our current sermon series during the season of Lent. The 
mural being painted in front of the sanctuary, the art pieces and the quilt in the hallway are all part of the 
Lenten journey we are taking together. Today’s theme, “Believe,” is the seventh sermon in the series.  You will 
find the order of worship for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  Easter Sunday
    9:00  a.m.  Traditional Worship
   10:05 a.m.  Sunday School
   11:05 a.m.  Contemporary Worship 

Monday:
     Office Closed
     7:00 p.m.   Boy Scouts

In Depth:  Each week, the pages of the In Action will contain updates, news and other information about 
Aldersgate’s music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the 
Mission Field. (The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of 
God outside of the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie 
Elementary, Our Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy). 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

This Week: Upcoming:
Tuesday:
     6:00 p.m.  Jubilee Ringers    

Wednesday: 
      7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir

Sunday: Aldersgate Alive
               

April 3: 
Aldersgate Alive

9:30 a.m. Gather
10:00 a.m. Worship

10:45 a.m. Deliver Bags
11:45 a.m. Lunch

Connections: Three More Spots!
    When I think of this church, I imagine all of the stories that each of us 
carries within our souls. One of the ways I have learned these stories is 
through the First Impressions team. It has been a privilege to work with a 
group of people who make Sunday mornings so fun and lively and who give 
up four hours of their day to make sure people feel welcomed. In looking 
over the schedule for the coming year, I noticed I have three more spots open 
on the First Impressions team. The First Impressions team is comprised of 
seven rotating teams made up of various individuals who commit to making 
people feel welcome at Aldersgate. Team members do this by opening doors, 
helping people out of their cars, providing assistance for first time guests, 
assisting with the refreshment table and more. We truly believe that these 
small, simple acts have the capacity to speak into people’s lives and remind 
them that God sees them and loves them. If you are interested in joining the 
team or know someone else who would make a great team member, please 
let me know by calling me at 210-849-9122 or by e-mailing me at jessica@
aldersgateabilene.org! — Jessica Watson



   Aldersgate family, I have some exciting news to share 
with you! Beginning April 1, I will assume the role of 
Assistant Chaplain for McMurry University in a part-
time capacity. This will affect my current position here 
with Aldersgate, as I will drop down to a part-time status 
so that I can split time between the two ministries. As 
you know, McMurry lies directly within our mission 
field, so we are always looking for ways to strengthen the 
connection between our church and the university. I hope 
that this new position will benefit not only the university’s 
campus ministry, but also Aldersgate’s ministry to college 
students. I am thankful for your support in this transition 
and am very excited to see the work of God’s grace in the lives of our college students, whether that is from 
an Aldersgate or a McMurry perspective. — Kyle Watson

College Ministry: McMurry Connection

Fractured Wholeness: About the Artists
       Nathan and Jesiree Driskell are a husband and wife design team. Their art focuses on transparent, 
human retellings of the best stories that surround us. In 2013, Nathan directed We Are Makers, a 
film about the Maker Movement that’s now been viewed in almost every country in the world. In 
addition to her freelance design and hand-lettering work, Jesiree works as the Digital Marketing 
Coordinator for Hendrick Health System. Nathan and Jesiree live in Abilene, with their son, Eames.
     Nathan and Jessiree designed and painted the mural found on the wall in the main hallway for 
the Fractured Wholeness sermon series. Nathan shares this statement about the mural: 
    The tetrahedron is the simplest of the 5 Platonic solids that occur in nature. Built from the 
foundation of an equilateral triangle, each face is exactly the same as each other. But when a triangle 
takes 3-dimensional form like this, it actually has four faces. In scripture, I find a triune, Father, 
Son and Spirit, choosing to partner with us—the fourth face—to make love’s ideal dimensional on 
earth. If Peter never spoke to the crippled beggar at the gate in Acts 3, would God still have healed 

him? And it goes further: Jesus himself, in a stunning 
statement, would say to people he healed that it was 
actually their own faith that made them whole again. 
There’s a human factor in every equation of love, and 
without it, God remains the two-dimensional being so 
many leave in the pages of scripture. We are the fourth 
face. Although we take many forms, we each bear the 
likeness of the one who created us, and the world will 
know us by our love.



Fractured Wholeness: Believe
John 20:24-31
Sermon Notes

      Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

Fool Me Once…

“Doubting” Thomas & Me  (John 11:16, 14:5)

  “Unless…I will not Believe”

To Believe

“My Lord and My God” = LIFE

“BLESSED are those who have not seen and yet 
have BELIEVED”



Fractured Wholeness: Believe
Growth Group Questions 

Week 10: March 27 - April 2

1. Recount a story when you “took the bait,” were duped, or fooled?  What impact has 
    that event had on your life?

2. Why do you think trust is hard to build and easy to lose?  What makes it easy for you 
    to trust others and God?  What makes it hard?  

3. What about this week’s sermon, Believe, really got you thinking?  What did you learn 
    that was new?

4. Read John 11:11-16, 14:1-7, and 20:24-31.  In what ways do you identify with Thomas 
    and how are you encouraged by his story?

5. Read Mark 9:14-24.  Why do you think the father struggles to believe? 

)



Growth Group Questions Continued

6. Pastor Steve raised the point that the other disciples did not challenge or judge 
    Thomas’ doubt concerning the risen Christ, but rather simply remained with him 
    until he did believe.  What implications does this have for the way we are to be with 
    people who are struggling with faith?

7. Pastor Steve discussed the difference between mere believism and life giving faith in 
    Jesus.  What is the difference?

8. Pastor Steve said, “One of the reasons we do not put our trust in Jesus is that Jesus 
    sometimes fails to follow through with our expectations and plans.”  Do you agree?  
    Please explain.

9. If we truly believe that Jesus is our Lord and our God, how will our lives be different?

10. How do you think belief leads to blessing?  How are the two bound together? (John 
      20:29) 



     Preparations for Aldersgate Alive are well under way. Next Sunday, April 3, we will step out of the pew to 
shower our neighbors with a red bag filled with  hygiene and household items.  A letter also will be included, 
inviting our neighbors to enjoy the garden. Homemade cookies will add another special touch to the bags. 
We have cookies from the cookie making 
day to include but we could use more. If you 
would like to contribute, put six cookies in 
each zip lock bag. No peanut products, please, 
because of allergies. Cookies can be brought 
to the church anytime next week and placed 
in the freezer.
  If you do not have a red Aldersgate Alive 
t-shirt, please pick one up at the Welcome 
Center, free of charge. We will gather at 9:30 
a.m., and have a short worship service at 10:00 
a.m. Then, we will deliver the bags and return 
to share a meal at 11:45 a.m. in the fellowship 
hall. 

    Over Spring Break, 19 of our youth 
and interns/volunteers headed to 
Colorado for a week of skiing and 
discipleship. We thank you for your 
prayers as we all came back safe 
and with a better understanding 
of our love-centered relationship 
with Jesus and how that affects our 
relationship with others. 
   High School Bible study continues 
to meet from 7-8 p.m.  on 
Wednesdays at Mezamiz Coffee 
Shop. During this Bible study, we 
discuss current events and topics 
that affect the daily life of a high 

school student and how faith plays a part in that. We have had some great discussions so far and look 
forward to many more as we seek to continue to grow in discipleship, fellowship and leadership. You do not 
have to feel obligated to buy anything to be a part of the group, but the option is there. They have fantastic 
coffee and brownies! 
   Lastly, the Youth group will not be meeting tonight. We will resume next Sunday, April 3, from 5-7:30 p.m. 
A meal will be provided. — Daniel Mathis

Youth Ministry: Post Ski Trip

Aldersgate Alive: Stepping Out of the Pew   



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts 3.13.16 & 3.20.16

Clay Meadows
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Ken Schmidt
Alice Shaw
Alice Alcala

Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Millie Speed
Sarah Doucette
Delmon Wilson
Billie Langston

Presence                           3.20.2016

Budget for 2016 = $777,000
Received This Week = $18,901.47
Received This Month-to-Date = $44,935.33
Received Year-to-Date = $184,416.58
2016 Faith Promise Pledge = $38,312.00
2016 Faith Promise Contributions = $12,429.48

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge
Kay Burkhart

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at N. 1st and 
Shelton, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free 
childcare is available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Kathryn Andrews

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval

Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

In Depth: Sunday School classes are offered at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. 
To learn more about Adult Sunday School classes, call Amy Wilson Feltz 
at 672-7893 or send an e-mail to amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org.

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service = 271
11: a.m. Contemporary Worship Service = 180

Total Worship Service Attendance = 451
Sunday School = 188



In the World       
by Pastor Amy

   In 2016, we are reading through 
the Bible together using the Bible 
Project reading plan that includes 
introduction videos for each book 
of the Bible and daily readings. 
They have the Bible divided into 16 
sections or chapters, all designed 
to help you get a feel for the Bible, 
Old and New Testaments, as one 
long story from creation to Christ’s 
ultimate return. We will publish the 
daily readings in the In Action each 
week. You also may find them at 
ht t p: //t hebibleprojec t .t u mbl r.
com/readscripture along with the 
suggested videos. The videos are 
available on the website or you can 
have them sent to your e-mail inbox 
as they come up in the cycle. There 
is also an app for your smart phones.   
  Tim Mackie, one of the founders  
of the Bible Project, says, “We want 
to help you learn how to read the 
Bible as you actually read through 
the entire thing for yourself.” Let’s 
begin this journey through the Bible 
together. Grace and Peace, 
—Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

March 27: 2 Samuel 1-3, Psalm 87
March 28: 2 Samuel 4-8, Psalm 88
March 29: 2 Samuel 9-12, Psalm 89
March 30: 2 Samuel 13-15, Psalm 90
March 31: 2 Samuel 16-18, Psalm 91
April 1: 2 Samuel 19-21, Psalm 92
April 2: 2 Samuel 22-24, Psalm 93

  Daily Readings

How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

    Christ is risen! Christ is risen, indeed!
    Every year, we dust off this traditional Easter 
greeting as we proclaim the good news of Jesus’ 
resurrection. It has been used since the days of 

the early church, and it finds it’s origins in the 24th Chapter of the 
Gospel of Luke. You may know the story as that of “The Road to 
Emmaus.”
     Followers of Jesus had heard stories of his resurrection in the days 
following his death. They actually were talking about the events of 
the past several days when they encounter Jesus on the road, but they 
do not recognize him. It is not until they share a meal with him, as 
they often had done, that their eyes were opened. Jesus leaves them 
quickly, and they make their way to Jerusalem to meet the eleven 
disciples and other believers who had gathered.
   When they arrive, those who had seen the resurrected Jesus 
proclaim:
     It is true! The Lord has risen and has indeed appeared to Simon.  
    (Luke 24:34)
     This proclamation spoke not only of the followers’ recent experience 
with Jesus but of Jesus’ own prediction of his death and resurrection. 
As it is recorded in Matthew, Jesus told his disciples three times that 
he would be put to death and on the third day would be raised to life.
     That’s where the indeed comes into play.
     The Lord has risen and has indeed appeared to Simon. 
     Christ is risen! Christ is risen, indeed!
      It is a greeting of celebration, to be sure, but also one of affirmation, 
affirmation not just of the rumors that had been going around, but 
affirmation that Jesus is one who keeps his promises. He died, just 
has he said. And on third day he was raised to life. Just as he said.
     Indeed.
    When we as a body of believers say to each other, Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen, indeed, we are witnessing to this scandalous truth: 
Jesus is alive! We may not have been on that road to Emmaus or have 
shared a meal with the resurrected Jesus in the literal sense. Still, we 
encounter Jesus as we walk with each other in this faith journey, as 
we partake of Holy Communion together, as we live daily this reality 
that we speak each Sunday as we end our services: Christ in me. 
Because . . .Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Hallelujah. Amen.


